Viking 4 Sounding Rocket

With successful tests of the engine and guidance systems conducted (though
not on the same missions), Viking was deemed ready for its most ambitious
test: shipboard launch from the deck of the USS Norton Sound. Viking 4 was
identical to Viking 3, the first of the series not incorporate design changes to
fix a problem on a previous Viking. On 10 May 1950, from a site in the Pacific
Ocean between Jarvis Island and Kiritimati, the fourth Viking became the first
sounding rocket ever launched from a sea-going vessel. The flight was

perfect, reaching 106.4 mi (171.2 km), more than double that reached by
Vikings 1 and 3.
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